CAIRNS STATE HIGH SCHOOL VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT

FILM, TELEVISION AND NEW MEDIA

	STUDENT:
	CLASS:  11a / 11b
	TEACHER: 


	UNIT 1 – TASK 1

FOUNDATION UNIT

	THE CONTEXT:

Audiences like to watch genre films because they follow codes and conventions that can be easily identified.   Alfred Hitchcock is one of the greatest and most visually creative directors in all time and his 1951 film  “Strangers On A Train” is recognised as one of his best examples of the thriller genre.

KEY CONCEPTS: audiences and languages.

ASSESSING:  critique.

	DATE GIVEN:
	DATE DUE:


THE TASK:

In class you are to watch Alfred Hitchcock’s “Strangers on a Train” and analyse how the text uses narrative, film language, and genre codes and conventions to reach its target audience.
Steps:

1. Watch the film and makes notes about its narrative structure and genre specific codes and conventions.

2. Watch the film a second time making notes about the film language, especially how Hitchcock uses framing and motifs.

3. Discuss your notes with the class and possible essay formats.

4. Write a draft of your essay and hand in to your teacher 1 week before the due date.  

5. Make any necessary changes and hand in stapled to your task sheet on the due date.

CONDITIONS:
Time:  4 weeks.  

You will submit:

· A task sheet.

· A 600-800 word essay.

· A bibliography and reference list.

